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Government
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causes diversity of
opinion

Safe space for

By KATe eASLeY

LBGtQ
in Greek Life

P

By pAUL GOUDARZi-fRY

uget Sound’s Greek community
is seeking a new initiative to create a safe space for LGBTQ members of fraternities and sororities.
The Greek Ally Program, while still in early
stages of development, will bring additional
support and inclusion to a sexually diverse
space within the houses. Part of this initiative seeks to educate and diversify the interactions of fraternity and sorority members.
“The idea behind a Greek Ally (Greek/LGBTQ alliance) group on campus is to provide
an arena through which a conversation can
be had, regarding the inclusivity and visibility of these two groups on campus,” sophomore Ian Latimer said. Latimer and Elizabeth Nielsen are the student leaders of this
force.
See Greek paGe 2
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The government shutdown lasted
from Oct. 1-16 after Congress failed
to pass appropriate legislation that
would establish the budget for the
2014 fiscal year.
While the daily lives of most
Americans did not change (according to a Washington Post/ABC
News survey, 78 percent of those
polled said they were not inconvenienced by the government shutdown in any way), there were repercussions for the country as a whole.
The FDA stopped inspecting food;
scientific research in medicine, astronomy, and astrophysics was put
on hold; Head Start programs in
six states were closed until a philanthropic donation of $10 million allowed them to reopen; and all the
national parks were closed.
On top of all that, the shutdown
reportedly cost the United States’
economy as much as $24 billion.
Now that it is over, The Trail interviewed several students to find out
their reactions and learn whether
they were impacted in any way.
The students were guaranteed anonymity so they could more freely express their opinions.
Some students were ambivalent toward the shutdown, as it did not interfere with their daily lives.
Others had friends who held government positions or were relying
on government employees who were
affected.
According to one junior, “My coworker’s husband is an FBI agent
and he had to go to work without
pay, while other people didn’t have
to work. Now they’re both going to
get paid even though some people
worked and some didn’t.”
Another student had a friend
whose backpacking trip through her
school’s outdoors program was put
in jeopardy.
“They had planned a week-long
backpacking trip this year to the
Grand Canyon and most people had
already bought their plane tickets.
Their permits were accepted and in
the midst of being processed when
the shutdown first happened…their
permits were lost during the shutdown and cannot be processed…
nine students got screwed over and
have plane tickets to Tucson with no
reason to go there,” the senior said.
By and large, although most students were not directly affected by
the shutdown, from their comments
it appears that it altered their view
of our political system. In thinking
about the causes of the shutdown,
some students pointed to the twoparty system. Others believe the
See SHutdoWn paGe 2
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Greek

you is not only boring, but detrimental to your growth and development as a citizen of the world.”

continued FROM page 1
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Allies: Puget Sound Greek Life is working toward increased inclusivity and education for LGBTQ members of this community.
“This focus on diversity is important because we all have a great deal
to learn from each other,” Assistant
Director for Greek Life and Leadership Moe Stephens said. “Surrounding yourself with people exactly like

Puget Sound does its best to be
a campus of understanding and
growth to assist LGBT members,
academically and socially. Scholarships for LGBT leadership and classes on human sexuality are among
the parts of campus focused on

The Puget Sound Trail
trailnews@pugetsound.edu

aiding those on campus of differing
gender and sexual identity.
Although these programs aim to
help and grow the community as a
whole, fraternities and sororities still
retain a cultural stigma for being
homogeneous and resistant to inclusion. Puget Sound is among the
universities that seek to break bonds
between Greek Life and stereotypes
through education and, above all,
understanding of LGBT culture.
Earlier in the semester, guest
speaker Shane Windmeyer led an
open talk entitled “What’s Your Gay
Point Average?” This discussion
opened up a window to the entire
campus revealing new ideas on creating a safe and welcome campus
environment.
“The program was a huge success
as it provoked meaningful reflection
and discussion within our Greek
community and campus as a whole,”
Patrick King, president of the Interfraternity Governing Council, said.
Although the talk was open to all
of campus, the discussion allowed
for a focus to be made on how fraternities and sororities can integrate
themselves into other campus support systems.
“The reason this group would exist
is to serve a Greek community that

is, at its root, based on heteronormative structures and elements of
exclusivity,” Latimer said. “Though
Puget Sound is a progressive institution and is filled with passionate
social activists and alliance groups,

“The reason this group

would exist is to serve
a Greek community
that is, at its root, based
on heteronormative
structures and elements
of exclusivity.”
—Ian Latimer

this particular program would aim
to bring the Greek community into
being a part of those conversations.”
Regardless of how much discussion has already been made as to
why this need is important, the actual organization is not currently an
active group. All the discussion and
work, however, is here to ensure that
the Greek Ally Program will reach
fruition in the near future.

SHUTDOWN

continued FROM page 1

radicalization of the Republican
Party is to blame. Still others contend that the entire system is broken
and needs an overhaul.
Those who place blame on both
parties had this to say:
“We have idiots in the government
right now that are basically having
a tantrum over Obamacare,” a junior commented. “The two-party
system has turned into a bipartisan
catfight.”
“Both parties hold the idea that
the state does not have a right to interfere in the economy and certain
reactionary legislators want to jeopardize the social economic policies
of the current government,” one senior said.
Others blame the radicalism flourishing in the Tea Party movement,
which they believe has hijacked the
Republican Party.
A senior argued, “At a grassroots
level the Tea Party is very active.
There’s no parallel phenomenon
with the democrats. There was a
parallel movement with Occupy, but
it wasn’t taken seriously at all, and
there are no Occupy lobbyists be-
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“As of now, this program is still
in an initial phase of planning and
figuring out logistics, but representatives from IFC/Panhellenic, Moe
Stephens, and other interested students will be working to move the
project along,” Latimer said.
“I commend the Greek community for engaging in what can sometimes be viewed as a difficult conversation. From there, it is all about
collaborating and communicating
needs,” Stephens said.
Currently, Puget Sound fraternities and sororities do their best to
accommodate LGBT brothers and
sisters among the students. “Though
Greek life at UPS is already, as I see
it, very accommodating and open,
there is always achievements to be
made in promoting inclusivity, having a conversation, educating the
members of these communities, and
working to progress both as individuals and as a community,” Latimer
said.
Growth and inclusion are vital to
accommodate our University to a
constantly changing environment.
With these kinds of programs and
with the backing of Puget Sound
students and faculty, Greek Life can
continue to welcome in members
and grow in both size and unity.
Even the Taliban has made good
points about how stupid our government is and when they sound
logical, that’s problematic.”
Another junior contended that
our capitalist system is to blame for
the government’s incompetency and
that greed has irrevocably contaminated this country: “Capitalism as
it is currently manifested in culture
and policy simultaneously props the
system up and threatens it. We have
to completely quit participating in
the current system and create our
own models, our own myths.”
While the shutdown did not affect
all students in a concrete way, it is
safe to say it gave all of us something
to think about.

Government: The effects of the shutdown were widespread even among college students.
cause the nature of Occupy is that it
is anti-government.”
Many students think the shutdown has altered the lens through
which the average American views
our political system.
A senior said, “I certainly think
that we are experiencing a climax in
public dissatisfaction with the government.”
Others disagree and believe that
right now most Americans do not

really have an opinion one way or
the other about the shutdown.
“We are still digesting or ignoring
what happened,” one senior said.
“It’s some sort of catalyst for thinking about the political system a different way, but I haven’t seen it yet.”
Those who said the shutdown has
definitely motivated them to get
more involved in politics stressed
their belief that now is the time to
act.

“Actions such as letter writing,
protesting, and spreading information seem more important than
ever, even if it only has minor effects,” one senior said.
A junior, on the other hand, is entirely discouraged and wants nothing to do with politics: “I never want
to be involved in government because it’s a complete joke. Unicorns
battling on Neptune could be the
real puppet masters for all we know.

·
A student reported both
wheels, the seat, and the
handlebars stolen from her
bicycle frame while it was
secured near Wyatt Hall.

· The use of “U-Bolt” style
locks to security bicycles is
highly recommended. Remember to secure bicycles
through the frame at a designated bike rack.

D o you feel that your
bike is secure when
locking it outside
on campus?
Visit (and like)
The Trail
Fa c e b o o k Pa g e t o t e l l
us what you think by
ta k i n g t h e p o l l .
tune in next week for
the results!

Security Report
The following is a summary of incidents occurring
on campus—or the campus
border—and reported to Security Services between Oct.
15, 2013 and Oct. 28, 2013:

or office area when unattended.

·
Take advantage of the
Security Safety Escort Services by calling (253) 879· Security Officers respond3311. This service is avail· Two bicycles were
re- ed to two liquor law viola- · Do not leave valuables in able 24/7.
ported stolen from campus. tions and one drug violation. your vehicle—especially in
One from the Todd/Phibbs All three violations occurred plain view. Steering wheel ·
Security is open 24/7 to
bike room and the other in residence halls.
locking devices are recom- serve you. Please call (253)
from the front of Warner
mended.
879-3311 for assistance or to
Gym.
Crime Prevention Tips:
report suspicious activity on
· Always secure your room campus.
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Religious freedom imperative for US military
“So help me God,” similar language must be optional in oaths
By KAYLA GUTIERREZ
Many of this country’s oaths, like
the military oath of enlistment
and even the Pledge of Allegiance,
contain references to God.
Despite many legislative pushes to
maintain the separation of church
and state, such as in the case of
marriage equality, these references
have remained.
Strong religious language is deeply
rooted in many of the oaths and
pledges recited for official and
governmental purposes.
The Pledge of Allegiance is
one example that is particularly
perplexing. The words “under God”
were not even a part of the original
pledge, but were actually added in
1954 thanks to President Eisenhower,
in a response to the Red Scare.
Many courts still expect witnesses
and testifiers to swear to tell the truth
with one hand on a Christian Bible.
Even the oath of office of the
presidency is not exempt to religious
language.
Groups like the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF),
however, have been a driving force
in making sure members of the
U.S. Military are granted religious
freedom.
Earlier this month they began
protesting the words “So help
me God” at the end of the loyalty
pledge for the Air Force Academy
in Colorado. While the foundation
wanted the words completely
removed, they were willing to settle
for it becoming optional.
Mikey Weinstein is founder of the
MRFF.
“To tie the honor code to a religious
test violates the no-establishment
clause of the Constitution,” Weinstein
said.
For clarification, the “establishment
clause” in the First Amendment
reads, “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of
religion.” Forcing someone to swear
“under God” is a clear violation of
this clause.
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Antiquated practice: whether you’re using a classic leather-bound, gold-on-black copy or a more decorative version, swearing on
The Bible is an archaic and implicitly discriminatory tradition that conflicts with America’s fundamental principle of religious freedom.
The Academy agreed, and last week
announced, its decision to make
the “So help me God” phrase an
optional part of the oath. “We need
to be respectful of all people of faith
and all people of no faith,” Academy
spokesman David Cannon said.
It is a bit unclear what the Academy
means by “optional,” however. What
Weinstein wants to know is whether
the words will be taken out or left
in, given that he wants the words
removed completely.
This
removal
would
be
controversial. Religiously inclined
people might feel left out, whereas
if the words were left in, those

individuals who would prefer not to
say them would also feel excluded.
It is still unclear what the Academy
will choose to do with the official
wording of the phrase; but, the issue
highlights the distinction between
religious freedom and freedom from
religion, which continues to be a
problem with many official oaths and
pledges used today.
The Air Force Academy in Colorado
is not the only academy or institution
in this country to refer to God in their
pledge. The official Army Enlistment
Oath also contains the words “So
help me God.” And although it is not
required for the president to swear

or put a hand on the Bible, or say
the phrase “So help me God,” it has
become commonplace and expected.
Why do we, as a nation, continue
to force, perhaps unintentionally,
Christian ideology onto others?
Regardless of citizens’ religious
beliefs in general, there is no place
for religion in the government.
Having a religion or lack thereof is a
personal matter and one that should
not be interfered with; furthermore,
it should not be a concern of the
government.
As long as our government officials,
military members and general
population are being pressured to use

language tied to the Christian faith,
the world will see us as a Christian
nation.
We cannot claim to be a country
that honors religious freedom as it is
clearly stated in the Constitution as
long as this is the case.
“When one dons a U.S. Military
uniform, there is only one religious
symbol: the American flag,”
Weinstein said.
A common religion should not be
what unites our country or military,
but rather a belief in the betterment
of the nation as a whole.

US “War on Drugs” indefinite and ineffective
By BILLY NICOL

For decades, the U.S. government
has been waging a “War on Drugs,” a
campaign to shut down the international narcotics trade. The latest major bust happened on Oct. 2, when
the FBI shut down “Silk Road,” an
online marketplace used primarily to
sell drugs.
The government has been waging
this campaign since 1971, when President Nixon coined the term “War on
Drugs” as part of his efforts to create
a national drug policy.
Today, combined state and federal
spending on drug policy is an estimated $51 billion a year, according to
the Drug Policy Alliance.
Despite the massive costs of the federal government’s national drug policy, the drug trade shows no signs
of slowing down, and may even be
growing.
America has had a long and
turbulent history with drug use.
Prior to Nixon’s policy, the most
famous example of a nationwide
ban on recreational drugs was
Prohibition, the national ban on
alcohol proscribed by the Eighteenth
Amendment.
Prohibition lasted from 1920 to
1933 and is widely considered a
failure by historians.
Despite law enforcement’s attempt
to wipe out alcohol use, Americans
continued to drink, and criminal
organizations such as the Mafia grew
wealthy and powerful from the sale of

alcohol. Prohibition was repealed by
the 21st Amendment, notable as the
only amendment designed to repeal
an earlier amendment.
The effects (and failures) of
Prohibition are strikingly similar
to those of the War on Drugs.
Numerous cartels have sprung up in
Mexico and other countries south
of the U.S., earning massive revenue
from the sale of illegal narcotics,
much as the crime syndicates of the
Prohibition era became wealthy from
alcohol. In 1989 Forbes named Pablo
Escobar, one of the most famous drug
kingpins, the seventh-richest man in
the world.
A report by the Department of
Homeland Security estimates that
today, Mexican drug cartels generate
between $19 and $29 billion annually.
Mexico is one of the main suppliers
of cocaine, marijuana and meth
to the U.S., according to the state
department.
At home, drug policy has resulted
in staggering costs and little practical
effect.
The U.S. has the highest
incarceration rate in the world, and a
2012 report by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJS) said that 48 percent
of federal prisoners are incarcerated
on drug-related offense. These prison
sentences are not cheap. In New York
City alone, the annual cost of housing
an individual prisoner exceeds
$160,000 annually.
Aside from the monetary cost to
taxpayers, the human cost of the War

on Drugs is steep. According to the
BJS, the average sentence for drug
offense was increased to 87 months
in 2006. A felony drug possession
charge has serious consequences
for people even after their prison

“If current illegal drugs
were taxed at rates
comparable to those on
alcohol and tobacco, the
annual tax revenue of that
drug legalization would be
more than $40 billion.”
—Richard Branson

sentence is up, such as the loss of the
right to vote.
The effects of U.S. drug policy do
not just affect Americans. In Mexico,
cartel-related violence is high. CNN
reports that more than 60,000 people
in Mexico have been killed as part of
drug-related violence between 2006
and 2012.
Despite the cost in money and
lives generated by the War on Drugs,

there seems to have been little effect
on the international drug trade.
A report published in the British
Medical Journal in April 2013 found
that in the U.S. from 1990 to 2007,
“the average inflation-adjusted and
purity-adjusted prices of heroin,
cocaine and cannabis decreased
by 81 percent, 80 percent and 86
percent, respectively.” At the same
time, “average purity increased
by 60 percent, 11 percent and 161
percent, respectively.” A decrease in
price indicates increased availability
of a product, and this happened
despite increased efforts by the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA)
to clamp down on the drug trade.
The report found that seizures of
marijuana by the DEA increased by
495 percent between 1990 and 2010.
Drugs are still finding their way to
buyers in the U.S.
The effect of our current prohibition
on recreational drugs has been heavy
both for American taxpayers as well
as those living in countries such as
Mexico with heavy drug violence.
The War on Drugs also represents
a significant missed business
opportunity.
“If current illegal drugs were taxed at

rates comparable to those on alcohol
and tobacco, the annual tax revenue
of that drug legalization would
be more than $40 billion,” board
member of the Global Commission
on Drug Policy Richard Branson
wrote in an article for Politico.
The unending activity of the drug
trade indicates that illegal narcotics
are a product people want. Prohibition
didn’t stop Americans from drinking,
and the War on Drugs hasn’t stopped
Americans from buying drugs.
The War on Drugs, while noble
in its intent, stands in opposition
to human nature. If people want a
product badly enough, they will do
what they need to get it.
Rather than attempt to fight the
forces for supply and demand, the
rational decision would be to treat
drugs the same way we do alcohol
and tobacco: legalize them and tax
them. This would generate massive
revenue for the government, and
reduce the money taxpayers are
spending on prison sentences for
prisoners convicted of drug-related
offenses. Perhaps best of all, it would
end a long and bloody conflict that,
right now, has no end in sight.

Want your opinion to be heard?

If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit
our website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us.
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pope moves church forward dialogue > debate
emphasizes ministry over politics
By BeCCA DUNCAN
The Catholic Church is one of
the oldest institutions still surviving today, dominating Europe and
the world at large for 1000 years.
And while it retains only a fraction
of the power it once held, it still
exerts influence over 1.2 billion
people.
Institutions that old generally resist change, but when it comes to
the recently elected Pope Francis,
a crack in the Church’s firm traditionalism is already showing.
Elected on March 13, 2013, Pope
Francis of Buenos Aires, Argentina
has a whole new outlook on the papacy. He believes that the Church
has been too focused on issues like
homosexuality, abortion and contraception without considering
their real mission: helping the poor
and marginalized.
Given that one of the Church’s
main ideologies is to aid those who
need it, the Pope’s new focus represents a step in a more positive
direction.
He has even spoken out against
the rut in which the Catholic
Church has been stuck in for years,
describing the Church’s current
“ideologies” as “rigid” and calling
this rigidity a “serious illness.”
“The faith becomes ideology and
ideology frightens, ideology chases away the people, distances the
people and distances the Church
of the people,” Pope Francis said in
a Mass sermon.
His outlook is mainly focused
on improving the Church’s rapidly declining stance in the world,
transforming it from an obsolete,
outmoded institution to a source
of comfort and hope for the modern world.

“The church’s pastoral ministry
cannot be obsessed with the transmission of a disjointed multitude
of doctrines to be imposed insistently,” Pope Francis said to the
Italian Catholic journal La Civiltà
Cattolica. “We have to find a new
balance; otherwise even the moral
edifice of the Church is likely to
fall like a house of cards, losing
the freshness and fragrance of the
Gospel.”

“We have to find a new
balance; otherwise even
the moral edifice of the
Church is likely to fall like
a house of cards, losing the
freshness and fragrance of
the Gospel.”
—Pope Francis

Now that’s the papacy done right,
at least to a degree. Of course, Pope
Francis continues the time-honored Catholic traditions of antihomosexuality, anti-abortion and
anti-contraception; if he did not
subscribe to those (outdated and
ignorant) principles, he would not
have been elected.
Progressive as he may be, in other
respects the Pope is as stuck in asinine traditions as his predecessors.
For example, on Sept. 24 he excommunicated an Australian
priest who spoke out in favor of
LGBTQ rights and the ordination,
or priesthood, of women.
Ridiculous as it may seem to deny
someone their life’s work based on

their support of equal rights for
women and homosexuals, that is
how the Catholic Church works,
and Pope Francis is unlikely to
break out of the cycle of misogyny
and intolerance.
Despite his oversights, however,
at least the Pope is making some
(albeit shaky) strides.
Given that Pope Francis is tending towards a more liberal direction, Catholics are mixed in their
reactions to him when they should
be cheering on his new policies.
As Marshall Connolly of Catholic Online said, “He [Pope Francis]
keeps company with prisoners,
the poor and even atheists… Jesus
kept company with harlots, tax collectors, and gentiles. Pope Francis
is simply doing the same thing and
calling Christians to follow.”
Putting aside the irksome holier-than-thou tone, Connolly is
correct. The Church is supposed
to teach acceptance and love, not
focus on modern issues that really
have little to no bearing on actual
Church doctrine.
If the papacy and the Catholic
Church must continue to exist
(which they will, despite the overall declining rates of church attendance worldwide) it is long since
time for them to give up their hateful values.
The Church has to go back to a
time in which its teachings were
not the number one cause worldwide for brutality and violence.
Granted, there has hardly ever
been a time where religion did not
cause brutality and violence, but
that is beside the point.
Pope Francis is at least making a
step in the right direction; one can
only hope that he will keep it that
way.

By SCOTT SiLVeRSTeiN

In a country where individual
efficacy is diminishing, there needs
to be a change in the way democracy
is executed. Through small interest
groups, technical expertise and low
voter turnout, the United States of
America is a democracy that takes
away the power of the citizen.
In order to change society and
democracy, the educated person
needs to step away from the concept
of debate to a more dialogue-driven
discussion.
For a democratic society, debate is
not the most effective way to achieve
effective legislation. In debate,
statistics tend to be skewed in order
to convey a point. This is because
debate is oppositional, and dialogue
is collaborative.
In debate, one person’s end
goal is to prove somebody wrong
instead of coming to a common
understanding.
In
effective
dialogue, the educated person can
look at both sides of an argument
and seek an effective solution.
For instance, Congress has a hard
time making progress because its
members are too afraid of giving up
on their sides. The current means
of evaluating politicians is by how
successfully they pass their bills,
or how strongly they stick to their
ideals.
Recently, they have proved
that there is a contract made by
specific lobbyists and signed by
congressmen saying that they will
not sign a bill that would increase
taxes. This is debate taking over
and dialogue disappearing. While
debate is good for entertainment, it
decreases efficiency.
Compromise, in Congress, is seen
as failure for politicians. It means
that they were unable to convince
the others of their positions.
In dialogue, compromise is the end

goal. This finds the best solution for
every variance in society. Dialogue
in the group finds the strength in all
positions, where debate only focuses
on one position.
This is a solution that encompasses
more than just politicians; this can
help students here at Puget Sound,
and professors as well. If we set
up class discussion and social
interaction with a more dialogue
-centered communication, the
amount of information we can grasp
will be that much larger.
There are multiple times in class
discussion where two students
tend to go at it to prove one of their
points.
Where this proves that the two
students know the topic, it is by far
not the most productive way the
class discussion could be set up.
If they look purely at the content
and reach to come with a common
agreement rather than search out
to prove their point, the knowledge
from that text will be truly absorbed.
Puget Sound is a very opinionated
campus. From observation from
classroom and social forums, the
average student could be enhanced
by this improved form of discourse.
Today’s world is very black and
white. This creates a system of
binaries that have tertiary solutions.
If educated people empower
themselves with the strength of
dialogue it would allow for a more
open-minded attitude.
Today, for a politician to admit that
he was wrong on a subject would
be suicide. If there were more of a
communal dialogue between the
two parties, it would lead to trying
to find strengths in arguments rather
than flaws. This would increase the
chance of reaching a collaborative
idea, which is best for the whole.
Educated people need to demand,
through dialogue, more power than
they are currently getting.
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mean! ;)
HEY YOU! MSA president, great
job at Eid. You’re welcome to eid
me, too.
HEY YOU! In the snowflake leggings, your icy stare froze me in
my tracks. Let’s warm up by the
fire.
HEY YOU! Tall guy that lives with
Theo, this is not Theo.
HEY YOU! Fall is coming and so
hopefully also is me, on top of you.
Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU! Diversions! Go back to
normal. Change doesn’t suit you.
HEY YOU! Logger crew, good
luck at Portland Fall Classic!
ROOH!
HEY YOU! Tall, sexy Norwegian
with glasses, I want to explore your
fjords.
HEY YOU! Want to join the fight
against human trafficking? Join the
campus IJM group! Contact sstillman@ups.edu for more info.
HEY YOU! Cutie with the blueberry bagel and shmear, can I get
some of that over here? You. Not
the bagel.

HEY YOU! Girls sitting in diversions with denim jackets, stay true,
stay blue.
HEY YOU! Scooter girl, where’d
you and your smile go off to?
HEY YOU! Handsome undeclared
major in my English class, when
I invited you to “read poetry
homework” with me, I was really
inviting you to make out with my
face. Your move. ;)
HEY YOU! CVP coordinator, I
can’t pronounce your name, but I’d
love you to scream mine.
HEY YOU! Handsome flautist,
every time our eyes meet, I melt a
little inside.
HEY YOU! I know that you only
read this section because you want
to find a HEY YOU about yourself.
I guess you did it?
HEY YOU! PSO bike coordinator.
You can tighten my nuts anytime.
HEY YOU! PeopleSoft, I prefer
PeopleHard if you know what I

HEY YOU! Bearded theater major
with a radio show, I am not a tattle
tale. Except for right now. With
this Hey You.
HEY YOU! ASUPS prez, I wasn’t
kidding. Cupcakes?
HEY YOU! Tiny crew coxswain
for the men’s team. Sleeping with
everyone else’s boyfriend won’t
make the one who dumped you
come back.
HEY YOU! Have fun storming the
castle!
HEY YOU, SWAP president, I’d
like to experience your diction any
day.
HEY YOU! Like theater? Like
vibrators? How about both? Cum
to Jones November 1-9 to see it on
stage. You know you want to.
HEY YOU! Pledge scooter, I’ll
chow your grilled meat any day.
HEY YOU! Iron balls, wanna
make those sparks fly with me
next time?
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HEY YOU! Short SAE senator,
you’re on fire. Let me get some of
that heat!

HEY YOU! Girl in the “cancer
sucks!!!” shirt, I agree. Let’s be best
friends.

HEY YOU! Redhead in the blue
cat box shirt. YOU. SO. HOT.

HEY YOU! Major mix of the twin
and the iPhone, no desserts, eh?
BRING IT ON.

HEY YOU! Rugby boy with the
boot. If you need something to
do since you can’t practice... I’m
available.

HEY YOU! Texas Ranger SAE,
you can rattle my snake any day.

HEY YOU! I don’t know if that’s
fat or muscle, man, but you are in
desperate need of some less-tight
clothing.

HEY YOU! Freshmen who think
it’s an awesome idea to go to
parties in giant groups and invite
every other freshman that you
know, f**k off.

HEY YOU! Girl in my calculus
class. You made a pretty beautiful
pirate Friday night!

HEY YOU! Breaking Bad, come
back. I mizz u.

HEY YOU! Tall Diversions barista,
when you get back from India
you’re going to froth my latte. That
wasn’t a question.
HEY YOU! If you give me the
mug that I lost in Wyatt on 10/14 I
will give you $. Please email me at
estemple@pugetsound.edu Thank
You!!!!!
HEY YOU! With the semi-rimless
ray bans. I see you. I love seeing
you.
HEY YOU! Former image of the
school, your image will always be
in my heart.
HEY YOU! To my camping buddies, by the end of that trip the rotting whale brains and seal carcass
probably smelled better than us.
HEY YOU! Swimmers in the
library, being a mediocre athlete
does not give you the right to disturb the quiet of the library.

HEY YOU! Porpoise King, Good
luck wit dem vibes. It’s about to get
freaky as shit in here.
HEY YOU! Vote no on 522.
GMOs are awesome!
HEY YOU! Girl dressed as Velma
last weekend...Jinkies.
HEY YOU! Will you stop smoking
on the crowded paths? My lungs
are burning and you look really
lame.
HEY YOU! Sun, Florida sucks,
come back to Tacoma.
HEY YOU! Hawaiian sk8er boi,
you’re really hot. Come back to
my house and we can clean up
together. ;)
HEY YOU! Lab partner, Get. Out.
Of. My. Life. You da wurst.
HEY YOU! Seniors, let’s bring Like
A Little back!

reasons to lose “virginity” testing services
on campus now
By OpHeLiA JUGGS

It’s really bothersome that “virginity” is still such a profound measure
of worth for so many people, regardless of whether virginity is “pure” or
“uncool.”
The whole notion of “virginity”
is silly anyway. Why is “having your
cherry popped” (more on how that’s
a complete fallacy later) with penisin-vagina sex so much more significant than any other sexual act?
Virginity is, in fact, a concept that
arose several thousand years ago in
societies where women were seen
as property to be bought or traded.
Forbidding women from engaging
in penis-in-vagina (PIV) sex was
important to potential husbands because then the paternity of any child
that woman bore would be undeterminable.
It was also important to fathers because a virginal daughter would elicit
a higher bride-price (props to Laci
Green and her video “Let’s Lose ‘Virginity’” for the historical info).
Paternity tests and birth control
do today what abstinence did then,
and, in Western cultures, at least, fathers are (hopefully) not selling their
daughters for cattle and farm equipment.
And yet, the myth of “sexual purity” is still a pervasive source of shame
and judgment.
Here are a few of my gripes with
the notion of “losing your virginity”:
First, the idea that you are losing
anything by engaging in what should
be a sexy, exciting, pleasurable and
sometimes emotional and loving act
does a disservice to the awesomeness
that is sex.
Many people are changing their
language to get rid of this notion of
“loss” and are instead choosing to use

the term “making their sexual debut.”
Thinking of virginity as a “loss” of
something is also closely tied to the
idea that you can break your hymen,
which really just stems from a misunderstanding about human anatomy.
The hymen is a stretchy membrane
that only covers part of the vagina,
and can in fact stretch out of the way
during penetrative intercourse.
The pain, bleeding, and “breaking” is the result of a) not enough
lube, natural or otherwise; b) pushing too fast; and c) feeling scared or
tense, which can make penetrative
entry more difficult. Fingering in
the weeks prior to the first time can
also help to stretch the hymen before
making way for something bigger.
And, as always, love your lube. Lube
can help ease the entry—sex should
never have to hurt.
Second, assigning penetrative sex
to “virginity” leaves out the wealth
of other sexy experiences one might
have. If the only “real” sex is PIV,
what does that say about two femalebodied or two male-bodied people
who want to get frisky?
Is someone who has had oral sex
with scores of people more “pure”
than someone who has had penetrative sex with only a handful of
people?
Third, it is tragic that the notion
of “virginity” ranks penetrative sex
(regardless of how it felt or how that
person feels about it) above the joy of
bringing yourself or another person
to orgasm.
As Emily Jensen in her article
“Nobody ‘Took’ My Virginity” puts
it, “No one ‘took’ my virginity and
made me a sexual person… No one
got to know my body before I did it
first. There was no one who stepped
in and showed me how…I did it first.
I get the credit.”

The bottom line is that, by placing importance on what is going
where instead of how the people
involved feel about it and how they
feel about themselves, people have
their priorities way out of whack.
Hanne Blank, author of Virgin:
The Untouched History, wrote an
article titled “The Process-Oriented Virgin” about how many of the
young women she talked to during her book tour were defining
for themselves what “counted” and
what didn’t. For many of them, the
sex that “counted” was when they
first had an orgasm, when they felt
emotionally present, when they
knew what they were doing, when
they initiated the sex themselves or
when it “felt right.”
Initially wary of these ambiguous definitions, Blank realized
that when young women define
for themselves what “real” sex is,
they get more control over their
bodies and more influence in the
definition of their sexuality. They
also don’t have to accept as “real”
sex they didn’t enjoy. Changing
the definition of sex might also allow people who have been sexually
assaulted to heal, and would give
those people back a sense of control over their sexuality.
From an emotional and sexpositive standpoint, all consensual
sexual acts are “real” sex, just different kinds of sex. That includes
masturbation, or “solo-sex.” Loving yourself is just as significant, if
not more significant, than loving
someone else.
Being a “virgin” is really no big
deal. Nobody deserves to be defined by what is done to them; it’s
what they do with those experiences that shows how valuable they
really are.

By HARRY NApLeS
As the school year picks up
steam, things tend to get hotter
and heavier. Have you thought
about what you or your partner
might be carrying around with
you besides textbooks?
STDs (or STIs, as the two are
interchangeable) are real and alive
on college campuses. Just last
year, there were 11 reported cases
of chlamydia at Puget Sound, according to the Center for Health
and Wellness Services (CHWS).
Getting an STD test is simple
and can save you anxiety and,
quite possibly, your life.
While there is no single test that
covers all STDs, CHWS is able to
test for chlamydia, HPV (genital
warts), herpes, gonorrhea, HIV,
syphilis and all types of hepatitis.
If your biological sex is female,
CHWS has free gonorrhea/chlamydia test packages that can be
picked up at their offices on the
second floor of Wheelock Student Center. These tests are selfadministered and come with a
postage-paid return envelope.
CHWS Health Educator, Colleen Carette, offers that, “if you
can put in a tampon, then you
can do this test.” Puget Sound has
partnered with the Pierce County
Health Department in order to
establish the program.
Puget Sound is the first school
in Washington to have such a program, with another site opening
at Tacoma Community College
this spring.
The benefits of getting an STD
test done on campus include the

convenience of an on-campus location, as well as a relatively low cost.
The twenty-dollar visitation fee
is required when getting tested at
CHWS. The cost of the visit and the
testing, however, can be submitted
to your insurance company and,
under the Affordable Health Act,
should be completely covered.
In addition, there are also offcampus options available to students. Community Health Care
Downtown Clinic and The Neighborhood Clinic both offer their
services on a sliding scale basis,
with proof of income. There is a
Planned Parenthood office in Tacoma, where students are able to get
access to STD testing for both men
and women on a sliding scale basis
depending on your financial status.
STDs can be a touchy subject
both emotionally and economically. If you think you may be at risk
of an infection, it can be difficult
to actually take action. For some, it
is the stigma of being perceived as
dirty or promiscuous.
However, it’s important to remember that the benefits of getting tested outweigh the risk of
embarrassment. All testing centers
(CHWS included) provide a judgement-free atmosphere for those
who come to get tested. They would
rather see you getting the care you
need, so you have nothing to worry
about!
A list of low-cost clinics in
the Tacoma area is available on the
CHWS page of the Puget Sound
website. Contact the CHWS office
to make an appointment if you or
someone you know may be at risk:
chws@pugetsound.edu.
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Staff feature: the Diner’s Velma Gills (Momma)
By TAYLOR ROGHAIR
Most students know of “Momma”
or Velma Gills. Everyone who eats
lunch or dinner has heard her laughter from her place serving lunch and
dinner at the Chef ’s Table.
The most interesting part of her
job, Gills said, is “you guys, I love
the students, you guys make it interesting, I love you guys. The staff,
staff is great, plus the food is good!”
Gills began working at Puget
Sound in February of 1992, 21 years
ago. Back then, however, she didn’t
go by ‘Momma;’ she was still called
Velma.
“[That nickname was] started by
my co-workers, then the kids heard
it and it spread, and I’m Momma
from that day on,” Gills said.
She came to Tacoma many years
ago from Indiana, and has a lot to
say about Tacoma.
“It rains too doggone much. It
rains so much! I’m a three-seasons
person, here they only have rain.
Then I found out that all that rain
in the spring and summer, it brings
beauty. [And people here] they don’t
know how to drive in the snow. I’m
from Indiana, we get snow here—
they drive too fast…they just don’t
know how to handle it.”
Gills moved around a lot when
she was younger.
“I’ve been all over—England and
stuff,” she said. “[But I was born] in
Forest City, Arkansas. Deep South,
love it. My father was WWII army,
we moved a lot. That’s what you have
to get used to with an army family.

PHOTO COURTESY/TAYLOR ROGHAIR

Momma: Gills, a favorite of the students, has been working at Puget Sound for 21 years.
[We stayed the longest] in South Indiana, [for about] seventeen years.
That’s the place I call home, I graduated high school and went straight
to work for Notre Dame.”
Gills has one hobby that she loves
more than anything else.
“Been a singer most of my life, a
choir director [as well]. I just love
singing. My main one is gospel, I
love church. I love helping people

[too, as well as] service work [because] I’m a people’s person. Absolutely, I’m all about customer service, the Salvation Army—anything
to help the poor, I’m there,” she said.
“[Did you know] one day I
thought I was gonna make a record.
I believe one day I will, don’t know
when. [But] I’m gonna get that record. That’s my goal I’m working on
now is getting a gospel record out.”

When asked about the new expansion of the S.U.B., Gills was
thrilled.
“The expansion is the greatest
thing ever. We are so ecstatic for us
and for you guys.”
When asked to elaborate on what
the expansion means, Gills said,
“More sitting room on the upper
level—larger serving area, more
soda stations but the selections are

going to remain the same. You guys
are gonna be blessed, you’ll be ecstatic!”
When asked why the selections
were not going to get bigger, she
said, “Our main goal is to satisfy everybody, especially those with special needs. We’re working so very
hard; we always ask ourselves how
can we better serve people with special needs. There’s a board over by
the milk, we leave that there for you
guys [because] this is your school.
If you have an idea write it on the
board. If it makes sense we’ll try to
do it. We can’t do everything; we
want it to be logical and reasonable.
We wanna keep it in the budget
too, price-wise we try to keep with
the budget. We try to keep our ears
open. We listen.”
When asked what her favorite food from the S.U.B. was, “I
can’t pick a favorite,” she laughed.
“I know I should but I can’t. I love
most of this food. I’ve been through
a lot of colleges but here and Notre
Dame, really good.”
At the end of the interview Gills
said, “When parents come around I
tell them that I treat their kids like
they my own children.”
For the students she said, “Remember, you can always come talk
to me for anything, I’m not a professional, I can point you in the right
direction if you’re feeling sad. If you
need a hug, to talk, Momma’s here
for you. You don’t have to worry because Momma’s here.”

Fall break: Students take a brief hiatus from
studying, catch up on some much-needed R&R

PHOTOS COURTESY/KYLE CHONG

Visions of an empty campus: While some students stayed on campus for the four-day break, many traveled, leaving the campus more subdued than usual.

By NICHOLE HINE

F

all break took place at the
University from Oct. 19 to
Oct. 22. The entire student
body and most of the faculty got four days off of school to relax, rejuvenate and enjoy the foggy fall
weather.
This was the longest weekend that
most students have had since the beginning of the semester, and many
Loggers seemed determined to make
it worthwhile.
Many students went back to their
hometowns to visit family and friends.
“I went home for a night since I
live so close to school,” freshman Jen
Madera said. Madera is from Mercer
Island, Wash. “It was great to hang out
with my mom and have home-cooked
pasta.”

Freshman Cassidy Lenseigne from
Bothell, Wash. also went home for
most of the weekend.
“I hung out with my mom, who recently had surgery, and I spent time
with my best friend from back home.
I had a great time.”
Freshman Lauren Thomas traveled
to Spokane with the women’s soccer
team to play against Whitworth University.
“My sister is on their soccer team so
it was a lot of fun to play against her.
After that I spent time with her and
the rest of my family,” Thomas, who is
from Woodinville, Wash., said.
While some had the opportunity to
see their families again, some traveled
to other cities or into the great outdoors.
“My buddies and I went camping
out by Mount St. Helens,” freshman
Jack Kelly said. “It was such a cool ex-

perience.”
Another
freshman,
Audrey
Kaufman, went down to Olympia
and Portland. “My friend and I spent

“While some had the
opportunity to see
their families again,
some traveled to other
cities or into the great
outdoors.”
some time in Olympia and then took
a road trip down to Portland to visit
friends.”
Angelica Spearwoman got to spend
some time with her cousin, who lives
in Tacoma.

“It was great to have a bathroom
and a bedroom all to myself, and the
home-cooked meals were great too,”
she said.
A lot of students stayed at school
and enjoyed the company of their
floormates as well. Some students
were frustrated by the fact that many
people left campus.
“There [was] really not that much
to do, and since Diversions has limited hours and the Cellar is closed there
[weren’t] many places to hang out,”
freshman Kelsee Levey commented.
Despite this, many people found
ways to recover from midterms and
have fun.
“I slept a lot and I spent some time
with my new best friends whom I became really close with this weekend,”
Spearwoman said.
“I celebrated my friend’s birthday
with her and also caught up on sleep,”

freshman Marisa Christensen said.
Levey caught up on all her favorite
TV shows as well. “Lizzie McGuire,
New Girl and Even Stevens were what
I watched.”
Many students enjoyed partaking
in fall-themed activities as well, visiting pumpkin patches, enjoying the
cool weather and baking treats for
their dorm.
“I got frozen yogurt at Black Bear
and snuggled by the fire,” Levey said.
They enjoyed that the weather over
fall break was very foggy and spooky
looking.
“The fog here [was] so cool, it
[made] me feel like I go to Hogwarts,”
Levey said. “I really loved the eerieness of the fog.”
Overall, many Loggers enjoyed
their fall break and felt rejuvenated
and ready to begin the second half of
the semester.

atures
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New courses to examine the Bible in context
By ADA SMITH

N

ext spring Professor Florence Sanders may be
teaching two new courses that examine the
Bible in the context of when it was written
and examining the influences it has on the modern world.
The classes would be a freshman
seminar and a 300-level Humanities Minor course, and though they
haven’t been approved by the committee quite yet, Sanders is confident that her course will be taught.
Though the courses are being
planned for two different levels academically, they will both be discussing similar topics and reading
the same primary source (the Bible) and similar secondary sources.
“This study of the Bible may not
have much to do with what was
taught at Sunday School. Its aim is
scholarly,” Sanders said.
It is important for students to
understand that when they go into
this course, they will not be taking
a religious course. There will be
some overlap, to be sure, but the
main focus is on examining the Bible from a literary and historical
perspective.
The courses will look at both the

Old Testament and the New Testament, examining how the text
changed from one time period to
the next and using that knowledge
to apply the text to modern society.
The secondary sources will include several different literary
pieces, both poetry and prose,
written throughout history that
take inspiration from the Bible.
Students will discuss how the perspective and interpretation of the
Bible changed through them.
Working with these materials,
students will be asking questions
about how and why the Bible was
put together and pulling out distinctive themes within the different writings.
Students will write several essays and short papers in the class
on what they have read and discussed.
“Even though the Biblical materials stand at the foundation of

PHOTO COURTESY/ELI SPIEGEL

The Bible: Professor Florence Sanders hopes to analyze the Bible from a literary and historical
perspective in her planned courses.
the Western tradition, common
knowledge of the Bible is at a low
point,” Sanders said.
People know that the Bible influences our culture and society

Banquet celebrates Eid al-Adha
By JORDAN MACAVOY
On Oct. 15 the President of the
Muslim Student Association, Irema Halilovic, hosted an Eid al-Adha
celebration in the Trimble Forum.
Eid al-Adha, or “The Feast of Sacrifice,” is one of the biggest annual celebrations in the Islamic community.
It celebrates the willingness of the
prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his son
Isaac, and the mercy of Allah who
gave him a lamb to sacrifice instead.
At this celebration, traditional Arab
cuisine was served including lamb,
felafel and pumpkin soup.
The meal was presented as a cultural celebration rather than a religious one.
“It went exactly the way I wanted,” Halilovic said. “I wanted it to
feel like a family dinner.”
Halilovic personally invited many
of the students that attended, and
several of them said they had no
previous knowledge or expectations
regarding the celebration. To them,
this was an opportunity to enjoy a
hearty traditional meal and to learn
a little bit about Islamic culture.
During the meal, Halilovic stood
up to explain the significance of the
holiday in the Islamic community and shared what it meant to her.
She described the ritual her family
in Serbia performs on the holiday,
which, for her family, includes the
sacrifice of a lamb for the meal and
traditional Eid prayers.
During the celebration, families
with excess food share with less fortunate members of their community. This gesture reflects the sacrifice
that the holiday celebrates. In order
to reflect the spirit of sacrifice, Spirituality and Social Justice offered attending students several opportunities to volunteer in the community,
feeding and clothing homeless people and underprivileged children in
Tacoma. Many students signed up
to take part in these activities.
The Muslim community is an underrepresented group at the University. In 2011, the Muslim community accounted for 23 percent of the
global population, but Halilovic said
that there were only about 10 openly religious Muslims at Puget Sound.
The disparity in these numbers
makes non-threatening cultural ex-

PHOTOS COURTESY/FAITH MATTHEWS

Banquet: The Muslim Student Association served traditional
Arab cuisine in celebration of Eid al-Adha.
periences and celebrations especially important to prevent the University from becoming a wholly insular
community.
The presence of dedicated students devoted to sharing their cul-

tural identities, as well as the willingness of our community to talk
and learn about those identities is
an exceptional quality that Puget
Sound maintains.

in many ways, but very few understand in exactly what ways. The
importance of the Bible in our culture outside of a religious text is
often discredited in this age of science, but it is still essential to understanding the way our society
functions.
“Such a course seems all the
more urgent since the Bible has become a major casualty of the culture wars, under attack by various
groups of Darwinians, atheists,
Marxists, feminists and gay-rights
advocates, and often as ill-served
by its defenders as its attackers,”
Sanders said. “The popular debate
often gets polarized into two extreme positions: the Bible holds all
truth, or the Bible is irrelevant.”
While much of interpreting the
Bible relies on personal belief, students will see that when looking

at the Bible from a scholarly context rather than a religious one that
this polarized debate is obsolete
and actually has plenty of middle
ground to base intellectual conversations on.
It is still unknown whether or
not these courses will be offered
this spring, but students who wish
to engage in conversations discussing the difficult topics of today
will be much better equipped and
can produce much more compelling arguments if they know where
the other side is coming from or
can see a misinterpretation of the
Bible and know the correct interpretation.
The Bible will continue to be a
polarized work, but many problems can easily be solved if more
people understand where our society began.

sports

8

November 1, 2013

The Puget Sound Trail
trailsports@pugetsound.edu

Volleyball comes back from two-game deficit to
win against rival Pacific Lutheran University

PHOTO COURTESY/ LOGGER ATHLETICS

Women’s volleyball: Puget Sound volleyball team celebrates after a big rally.

By THOMAS OVERTON
The test of the season came
for the Loggers on Wednesday,
Oct. 26 against cross-town rivals
Pacific Lutheran University (PLU).
The Loggers took the match and
tied first place in the Northwest
Conference (NWC) with a tight
five-set win over the PLU Lutes.
The Loggers, previously ranked
15th in the NCAA poll, are now
battling on even ground with PLU
for the lead in the NWC.
The first game of the match
looked to set the tone for the rest
of the night with a total of ten tied
scores and six lead changes. The
Loggers looked to grind the Lutes
out of the first game, if it weren’t
for an untimely service error that
gave the Lutes the confidence they
needed to close the first game at
25-21.
PLU looked to capitalize on the
hard-fought first game with a win
in the second and did just that as
they came bursting out of the gates

to a 6-3 lead.
The Loggers looked to stabilize,
closing within one point of the
Lutes at 12-11, but the Lutes were
determined to hold their lead
and rattled off a 9-1 run to put
themselves firmly in the lead at
21-12. The Loggers showed some
fight, holding off the Lutes for a few
more points before the Lutes were
able to close the game out at 25-14.
With their backs against the
wall, the Loggers needed a win in
the third game to make a fist of this
match.
The third game looked to be a
repeat of the first game, with teams
trading points up to 11 a piece.
The Loggers began to grind ahead
of their NWC rivals by taking two
points in a row with impressive kills
from two seniors, Jackie Harvey
(Santa Barbara, Calif.) and Jordan
Bird (Richland, Wash.).
The Loggers never looked back in
game three and rolled off five points
in a row to take a commanding 2316 lead. The Loggers closed out
a much needed game three with

another kill from Harvey and an
attacking error by the Lutes.
The Loggers looked to be in
trouble for the final time when they
trailed PLU 23-19 late in the fourth
game of the match. The Loggers
began to crawl back into the game
with a venomous kill from senior
Jenni Brehove (Vista, Calif.).
The Loggers took advantage of
the window given to them by the
Lutes with two more kills from
Harvey and one from Brehove.
Brehove also served up two service
aces in concert with two Lute errors
to take the fourth game.
The Lutes actually looked
resurgent in the final game, rolling
out easily to leads at 4-1 and 8-4.
The Loggers were not going down
without a fight and battled back
with a 5-0 run to take the lead at
9-8.
The Lutes looked to slow the
bleeding with a timeout, and it
seemed to work at first when they
earned a kill to bring the match to
a tie at nine a piece. The Loggers
were not having any of it, taking

a 4-1 run with kills from Harvey,
Brehove and sophomore Emily
Convery (Portland, Ore.).
Junior Jalene Toy (Snohomish,
Wash.)looked to put the final nail
in the coffin with a service ace, but
the Lutes were not going down
without a fight, battling back to a
two-point deficit at 13-11.
The Loggers, however, put an
end to the festivities once and for
all as Harvey notched the final two
kills of the match to seal it for the
Loggers.
Superb blocking was a theme
in the Loggers’ win, as there were
a total of 13 blocks and 24 assists
from Puget Sound that night.
Featured amongst the blockers
were Convery with six assists and
junior Nicolette Reynaud (Los
Gatos, Calif.) with five.
Harvey looked in dire straits in
the early games of the match but
was a large reason why the Loggers
pulled through the five-set ordeal.
She had an impressive five of the
Loggers’ 11 kills in the final game.
Harvey’s last kill gave her a

total of 17 that day and reached
the landmark of 1,000 kills in her
career. Since the change in the
volleyball scoring system in 2001,
no Logger had notched 1,000 career
kills and digs. Harvey became the
first Logger to do so as she notched
her 1,000th dig against George Fox
and her 1,000th kill on Wednesday.
Harvey led the charge for the
Loggers with her 17 kills, and
fellow senior Marissa Florant (Palo
Alto, Calif.) came in a close second
with 15 kills.
Senior Christina Chun (Pearl
City, Hawaii) led the Loggers in
digs with a solid 26. Brehove also
had an impressive statistic, leading
the home team in assists with 48.
The mid-week win puts the
Loggers at eight victories in a row,
at the same time handing PLU their
first loss of the conference season.
The next two tests for the
Loggers were Friday, Oct. 25 at
home against Lewis and Clark at 7
p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 26 at home
against Willamette at 7 p.m.

Logger football unable to win on Homecoming
33-14 loss to Whitworth’s struggling team over Family Weekend
By SCOTT SILVERSTEIN
Loggers suffered a hard loss Saturday in front of a stadium packed
with students and parents.
The Loggers were hoping to get
a win over a struggling Whitworth
team for Homecoming and Family
Weekend.
While the final score does not reflect the rest of the game, the Loggers were still unsuccessful, losing
33-14.
The Loggers had the ball on the
first drive, but quickly lost it with a
fumble in the kickoff.
From there Whitworth had a
seven-play, 34-yard drive for the
touchdown with 14 minutes left in
the first quarter.
After a great kick return by junior defensive back Connor Savage (Bothell, Wash.), the Loggers
quickly were forced to punt the
ball.
It took Whitworth four plays and
1:30 to go 78 yards for a second
touchdown.
At this point it looked to be a
long day for the home-team Loggers.
It hadn’t even passed the tenminute mark and Puget Sound was
down by two scores.

The Loggers fought back, however. After some nice defensive
stops on fourth down, the Loggers
utilized the screen passes for a 55yard touchdown drive. This made
the game 14-7. The Loggers were
keeping themselves in the game.
At the end of the first quarter it
seemed like it was going to become
somewhat of a shootout. However,
both defenses really took over in
the second quarter.
The only scoring was a field goal
by freshman Whitworth kicker
Kyler Gracey set up from a costly
fumble by the Loggers. This made
the score 17-7. The rest of the half
went relatively silent.
However, with 50 seconds the
Loggers got the ball back with the
whole field to go.
Instead of running the clock out,
the Loggers’ play-calling took a
more aggressive, less conservative
approach by throwing the ball.
On the second play, junior quarterback Braden Foley (Bothell,
Wash.) threw an interception up
the middle.
Whitworth scared the Loggers
with a few successful plays, but
missed the field goal, ending the
second half.
The second half started with a
real defensive battle. Neither team

could get anything going, ending
with a scoreless quarter.
At this point the game was
still in reach for the Puget Sound
Homecoming afternoon.
The fourth quarter, however, got
away from the Loggers. Whitworth
was able to put up 16 points and the
Loggers could only respond with
seven.
This loss seems crucial due to
their upcoming schedule. Whitworth is the last struggling team
that Puget Sound will face for the
rest of the season.
We face a tough opponent next
week away at our rival Pacific Lutheran, and then face the powerhouse that is Linfield.
Linfield is coming off of a 84-7
victory over Lewis and Clark. That
is not a typo, and it could have been
worse considering they were up
70-0 after the second quarter.
The Loggers really need to step
up their game so Linfield does not
have a similar game against us.
Think of the message we can send
if we play Linfield even relatively
close.
Come support our team next
week against our cross-town rivals
PLU so the Loggers can gain some
momentum going into the Linfield
game.

Volleyball Schedule

Friday Nov. 1
Whitworth vs. Puget Sound
Saturday Nov. 2
Whitman vs. Puget Sound
Friday Nov. 8
Puget Sound @ Willamette
Saturday Nov. 9
Puget Sound @ Pacific (Ore.)

sports

The Puget Sound Trail
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Women’s soccer storming back to title position

PHOTO COURTESY/LOGGER ATHLETICS

Women’s soccer battles George Fox: Sophomore Logger Amalia Acorda-Fey (Seattle, Wash.) attacks the George Fox Bruin defense during last Sunday’s game.

By CLAIRE GRUBB
The women’s soccer team is well
on their way to a conference title after securing a win against George
Fox University on Sunday, Oct. 27.
The Loggers pulled off a 2-1 victory and continued a winning streak
of nine games.
The first period of the game was
a standoff, with neither team scoring. Puget Sound made nine shots
during the first half but no attempts
were successful. The Loggers had
an early possession of the ball and
made their first attempt for a shot
within the second minute of the
game. Logger defense was strong
and George Fox was only able to at-

tempt two shots in the first half of
the game.
The Loggers gained position early on in the second period with the
first shot occurring in the 48th minute of the game. The ball hit the post
and was regained by senior Robin
Vieira (Seattle, Wash.). Only four
seconds later, she scored. It was the
first goal of the game and Vieira’s
third of the season.
The Loggers’ first goal was quickly followed by their second of the
game. Sophomore Amalia AcordaFey (Seattle, Wash.). scored in the
52nd minute with an assist from senior Kylie Beeson (Everett, Wash.).
This was Acorda-Fey’s fifth goal of
the season.

The second goal secured Logger victory, even though the Bruins made their only goal of the game
with seconds left on the clock.
This was a key victory for the Loggers. They previously played George
Fox on Sept. 28, a game which
went 0-0 in double overtime. Puget
Sound improved its NWC standing
to 9-1-2. This win followed another
key win against Willamette on Saturday, Oct. 26.
George Fox played well, not allowing an easy win for the Loggers,
but in the second half the Loggers
were able to overcome Bruin defense and make the necessary plays
to win.
The Loggers are currently ranked

second in the DIII Northwest Conference thanks to their victories this
weekend and to the continued success of key players. Women’s soccer
is made up of many strong players
including Beeson, who was named
the NWC Offensive Student Athlete
of the Week for Oct. 14-20.
After this successful weekend the
Loggers are currently ranked second
in the conference, only two points
behind Linfield.
As of their Oct. 27 game against
Whitworth, Linfield has lost once to
Whitman and tied with Willamette.
The Wildcats are the only women’s
soccer team in the NWC currently
ranked in the top 25 by the NCAA
but the Loggers have received votes

to be included in this list.
The Loggers will need to play well
as a team and keep up their momentum from last weekend’s games as
they enter into their most important
match of the season.
They will face off against Linfield
at home on Nov. 3. This game could
give them the opportunity to move
past Linfield into the top position in
the NWC.
The Loggers lost to Linfield earlier this season, but at 1-0 it was hardly an upset the Loggers cannot come
back from.
This is a match that promises to
be a fight to the end as the top two
teams battle it out for glory in the
Northwest Conference.

Women’s swim team prepared for the season
By MIA KELLIHER
Two meets into the season, the
Puget Sound men’s and women’s
swim teams are one win and one
loss in. The Loggers still have a long
season ahead of them with multiple
meets and invitational games to establish their status as a team.
The women’s swim team this year
has a good variety of members on
the team, with a somewhat equal
mix of each grade as well as the

events in which each swimmer participates. While there are students
from all grades represented, a major change in the team has been the
loss of many seniors, which presents
a prominent weakness to the team.
Junior Marissa Norrish (Denver, Colo.) started her competitive
swimming career at the age of six
for her local club and neighborhood
team, and is now one of the captains
for the women’s swim team here at
the University.
“I have so much love for the sport

that I have never wanted to stop,
and this is why I still swim today. I
wanted to join the team here at UPS
not only because of my love for the
sport, but also because I loved the
coach and the tight-knit community of the team,” Norrish said.
The dedication of each member
and the potential of the team as a
whole is what is going to lead the
team to an overall successful season. Because swimming is an individual sport and the outcome of
each event is based solely off of an
individual’s performance, it is important that everyone works hard
and gives it their all.
As captain, Norrish has many responsibilities both in and out of the
water. She has a responsibility to
lead the team to success this year, as
well as to be a role model to the rest
of the girls.
“The best part of being a captain is knowing that everyone looks
up to you. Although it is a daunt-

Men’s Football
Saturday Oct. 26
Whitworth 33 vs. Puget
Sound 14
Men’s Soccer
Saturday Oct. 26
Puget Sound 4 @
Linfield 0
Sunday Oct. 27
Puget Sound 1 @
Willamette 0

ing thought, it continues to keep me
motivated to be the best that I can
be, which will benefit both myself
personally as well as the team as a
whole. Being captain also makes me
even more proud of my team because I am connected with the team
at a whole new level,” Norrish said.
Although the team has only had
two meets so far, they have already
made a strong connection not only
within the women swimmers, but
also with the men’s team. The best
and most memorable part of the
dual meets is when everyone comes
together to cheer for the team and
support one another, whether they
win or lose.
The hopes for the end-of-season meets are for everyone to have
improved throughout the season
and sharpened up their skills. This
would lead the team to lower times
and more wins at events.
“Although the season is still in
its beginning stages, I know that we

Score Card
Women’s Soccer
Saturday Oct. 26
Willamette 0 vs
Puget Sound 3
Sunday Oct. 27
George Fox 1 vs.
Puget Sound 2
Volleyball
Wednesday Oct. 23
Pacific Lutheran 2 vs.
Puget Sound 3

(both me and the team as a whole)
will come to see lots of improvement. This is always exciting and
when people are improving, it motivates and pushes others to also improve and drop time. It is likely that
this will not occur until the conference meet in February, but my excitement is still great,” Norrish said.
Whitworth University is the biggest competition for the Loggers
this year. The meet between the two
should be an exciting and eventful
one. Some standouts for the team
this year are Norrish, who competes in the fly, individual medley,
and some free; senior Caitlin Fuller
(Sherman Oaks, Calif.), who competes in the fly and distance free;
sophomore Bailey Strom (Hillsboro, Ore.), who competes in back;
freshman Anne Shirey (Edmonds,
Wash.), who competes in breast and
sprint free; and sophomore Auri
Clark (Juneau, Alaska), who competes in fly.

Friday Oct. 25
Lewis and Clark 0 @
Puget Sound 3
Men’s Cross Country
Tuesday Oct. 15
Pioneer Invitational
Eighth Place
Women’s Cross Country
Tuesday Oct. 15
Pioneer invitational
Fourth Place
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Battle for control of campus arguable costumes

PHOTO COURTESY/PETER DAVIDSON

Battle: Eric Hopfenpoop and Inigo Montoya face off in Diversions to discuss the terms and conditions of their imminent war.

By STONe COLD STeVe
AweSOMe
The cast over campus this day is
gray and cold, bitter as the winter
that is to come.
Yet there is something even bitterer at work here—rumors of war
between two of the noblest houses
lie heavy on students’ lips.
President Eric of the House Hopfenpoop and Vice President Inigo of the House Montoya have declared war on each other in order to
decide, once and for all, who is the
better man for control over the student body.
Hopfenpoop, with his amicable
nature and his dog-like loyalty, had
no trouble winning over the campus, especially from the ranks of
the Ultimate Frisbee team and the
thousands of other organizations
that he belongs to.
Denied of such widespread acceptance, Montoya has started
to bribe Hopfenpoop’s followers,
bringing them into his clutches
through enticing promises of gold
and a thousand virgins.
To the great bewilderment of
Hopfenpoop and his remaining
forces, the campus now appears to
be equally split between his wholesome troupe of warriors and Montoya’s horde of lawless mercenaries.
In order to preserve the pastoral
beauty of the campus, Hopfenpoop
and Montoya agreed that it would
be more sustainable to fight with
medieval weaponry, so as to avoid

leaving craters in the lawn, toward
which so much of our tuition money goes to maintaining.
In the President’s Woods, battlements have been erected in anticipation for the great battle.
Having captured the true president Tonald Rhombus and bent
him to his will, Inigo has raised the
Montoya banners behind Rhombus’ house while Hopfenpoop has
placed his around the western walls
of the library.
Hopfenpoop, being the ever-rational man that he is, decided that
Saturday morning would be best
since that would provide survivors
with a day to recuperate before returning to class on Monday.
However, Montoya, seeing a window of opportunity, struck out at
midnight with a rain of arrows that
pierced through the thick fog and
fell upon Hopfenpoop’s forces, as if
out of thin air.
Shouting commands till his voice
was hoarse, Hopfenpoop managed
to regroup his warriors and counterattack with a volley of smoldering catapult missiles while his foot
soldiers flanked on both sides.
But the cunning Montoya was
prepared for this and attacked from
behind, annihilating practically all
of Hopfenpoop’s warriors.
The fighting grew fierce as Hopfenpoop’s dwindling band gallantly slashed their way through hundreds of Montoya’s sellswords,
although the man himself was nowhere to be seen.

Resplendent in his gold-enameled, lion-crested armor, Hopfenpoop shouted into the fog, “We
were the best of friends once,
Montoya! Will you not even face
me now, as my mortal enemy?”
He paused, waiting in vain, “Coward!”
Just then, Montoya sprang out
from behind a tree, placed a dagger beneath Hopfenpoop’s chin
and hissed the notorious motto
into his ear: “A Montoya always
pays his debts.”
But Hopfenpoop was unfazed,
missing the reference totally. So
Montoya tried a different approach: “My name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Prepare to die!”
This time Hopfenpoop let out
a fear-laden shriek, knowing his
doom was nigh.
Immediately Montoya’s vampire slave, Tonald Rhombus, appeared and slaughtered Hopfenpoop’s followers within seconds,
turning his beige suit a dark shade
of crimson.
Montoya continued to twist the
knife by explaining that he spared
one of his friends, simply known
as “McCoy,” for Rhombus to eat.
Hopfenpoop
cursed
the
gods and gave his sorrow
to the deaf heavens, “MCCOYYYYYYYYYYY!!!!!!”
Disturbed, Rhombus reluctantly detached himself from McCoy’s succulent neck and ran to
the source of the noise.
Montoya, frightened for the
first time in his life, lost all his
smugness as he attempted to coerce the monster: “Remember
what we agreed? I would provide
you with the freshest freshmen
whenever you would go hungry,
as long as you let me control the
school. C’mon man, I gave you
McCoy!”
Annoyed, Rhombus replied,
“You and I both know what really
happens at the Fireside Dinners. I
think I’ll be just fine without you.
Both of you.”
In one swift motion, he snapped
both their necks and then gorged
himself with their noble blood.
When he finished, he turned
into a bat and flew away, like the
BAMF that he is.

NOw eNROLLiNG:
Self Defense Classes. Offerings
in Sarcasm, Math, Belligerence,
Aggression, Denial, Outright Stupidity, Sobbing Quietly in a Corner. Call today! 1-800-HOPENOPE.

ups@gmail.com.

BUY, SeLL OR TRADe:
Stereotypes, Generalizations,
Assumptions and All Sorts of
Dumbass N00bf**kery. @ your local freshman writing seminar (we
<3 u bbs keep trying)

LOST:
Imperthnthnthn thnthnthns.
Bronze by gold, steelyringing. Jingle. Bloo. Clap clap. Clappyclap.
Contact: sad_panda_leopold@sirens.com

wANTeD:
That guy. No seriously, f*** him.

ADVeRTiSeMeNT:
Party Entertainer. Strip teases by the half-hour. No bangings,
fangings or hangings. Contact:
253-879-HALLOWEENIE

wANTeD:
For wrongful misappropriation
of puns, your time and general insouciance: “The Vernicious Knid”.
Reward $$$$. Contact: theflail.

After guessing several times,
friends of Puget Sound student
Ashleigh Howard told Ashleigh
and The Flail that while her costume was both creative and interesting, they had no idea she
had dressed up for Halloween or
anything at all.
Citing reasons like her ironic personality, nonconformist attitude and love for Goodwill clothing, Ashleigh’s friends
then went on to defend their position, stating that aesthetically
there was no difference between
Ashleigh walking to class in the
morning and her Halloween
costume of the popular Game
of Thrones character Daenerys
Targaryen.
“At one point she even told
us that she didn’t wash her hair
for a week so the costume would
look exactly like that HBO show.
But when she first showed me
her costume, I thought she was
just going to work,” Ashleigh’s
best friend Derek reported.
Students at that one big Halloween party that apparently happens every year also expressed similar views to Derek’s
and stated that if Ashleigh
hadn’t explicitly told them about
her costume, they would have
thought she was in her normal
weekend attire.
“Literally everyone in the
room thought she had just
bought a new sweater until she
signed up for the costume contest,” senior Misty Catchum stated.
After losing the costume contest, Ashleigh reportedly left the
big Halloween party everyone
thought was part of The Rail, expressing hostility and frustration
towards other people’s opinions,
the winning costume, society
and the indecision in Congress.
“It’s just like, you work so hard
on an idea and get so passionate about it and it doesn’t matter! They always still vote for
some girl in skimpy clothing
they think is cute,” Ashleigh told
some freshman looking for The
Rail.
The freshman, while sympa-

thizing with Ashleigh’s efforts, reported that he really didn’t want
to get involved in the situation
and was just asking for directions
to that cul-de-sac party everyone talks about but never actually
happens.

“after losing the costume
contest, ashleigh reportedly
left the big halloween party
everyone thought was part
of The rail, expressing
hostility and frustration
towards other people’s
opinions, the winning
costume, society and the
indecision in Congress.”
“I mean, I feel bad for her but
what was she expecting? No offense, but even after her long rant,
I would have still voted for Baberaham Lincoln,” the freshman
said.
Ironically, Rebecca Candy, creator of the wildly praised Baberaham Lincoln costume and the
winner of the costume contest,
seemed to be the only one that actually took Ashleigh’s costume seriously.
“I really liked it! I love the
show and let’s be honest, she really pulled it off well. She had my
vote!” Rebecca told The Flail.
Since the party, Ashleigh and
Rebecca have made up but tensions remain high between her
and the freshman.
“Losing unfairly to some dirty
cheater isn’t worth holding a
grudge for. So I took the high road
and forgave Rebecca,” Ashleigh
said.
“However,” she added, “I really
don’t want to talk to anyone who
thinks just because there are four
parties on parents’ weekend, it’s
The Rail.”
“I mean come on, it will be ticketed like two years ago,” Ashleigh
quipped.
“At least I got a great sweater
out of the whole thing.”

the Word oF the WeeK and SoMe
Super Sage WordS oF adVice

cl aSSiFiedS

NOTiCe:
NO
LONGER
ACCEPTING ADMISSIONS TO MURDER CLUB. (Seriously Ted Bundy STOP CALLING US! Even the
Alumni Association doesn’t want
your freaking money!)

By YOLO ONO

wANTeD:
U smell, ur clothes suck and ur
mama dresses u funny. Lemme
luv ur insecurities. Contact: lovehurtsdonut@gmail.com.

eViCTiON NOTiCe. DATe
pOSTeD: 11/01/1613:
FOR: Sucking the lives out of all
the little chillens.
LOVE, the People with the
buckled shoes and funny hats who
never bathe.
VIRGINS BEWARE!
THiS weeK iN THeOReTi-

CAL BASeBALL:
The Hegemons vs. the Other.
All errors will be tallied in the
footnotes, endnotes, side notes,
swiped notes, stolen notes, grace
notes and in between parentheses.
No strikes, no timeouts, no pitcher’s mound conferences. EVERYONE WINS (NO ONE WINS!)
LAST wiLL AND TeSTAMeNT fOR THe fALL Of 2013:
Goodbye leaves. Goodbye trees.
Goodbye insults below the knees.
Goodbye sun. Goodbye light.
Goodbye balmy nights. Goodbye
gloam. Goodbye thrush. Goodbye
nobody. Goodbye mushy remains
of my term paper (sorrybouttit).
And goodbye to all those optimists whispering, “F*** THAT
NOISE LEZ PARTY LAIK IT’S
GOING OUTTA STYLE.” Goodbye baseball. Goodbye fall. The
world is ending. And I’ve run out
of alc*h*l.
This broadcast was brought to
you by your adoring, awesome
Khaleesi,
Vernicious Knid

This week’s relevant definition
is relevant:
“The Octobers” (n., tr. v., int. v.,
ppp) – when September 30th takes a
giant dump in your esophagus and
nests there until Thanksgiving.

Example:
“Brofus 1: Dude y’alls dudussez,
are ya coming curb-stomping with
us?
Brofus 2: Nah bro; I got a nasty
case of the Octobers.”
This week’s sage advice is sagacious (and also smells like thyme
btw):
Lissenapp dongpenguins! It’s
2013! Yeah! The time to don racist
Halloween costumes is NOT NOW,
NOT EVER, WAKE THE F*** UP
PEOPLE. *CUE SEGUE MUSIC*
COSTUME IDEAS.
1. Slavoj Žižek
2. Dongpenguin
3. Uncle from Jackie Chan’s Adventures
4. The English Language

5. A bag of tea
6. Crashdump Blue Screen of
Death
7. Girl from The Audition
8. Glitter-sh*tting squirrels
9. Coke Talk
10. Lou Reed
11. My Chemical Romance
12. Dementor
13. Pumpkin head
14. Nosferatu’s Heir, CEO of
Vampire Fan-fiction Inc. and University of Puget Sound President,
Tonald Rhombus
15. The Horned King from The
Black Cauldron
16. The Sanderson Sisters
17. The Christ
18. Ron Swanson’s mustache
19. Wolfram Alpha
20. Post-constructionism
21. Feces
How to dress up, you ask?
1. Put on costume.
2. Wait oh shit I got a Pocahontas/Sugar Skull/Geisha costume….
halp pls?
3. Read da Sage Advice!
4. Check for poop.

The Puget Sound Trail
trailae@pugetsound.edu

arts & entertainment

11

November 1, 2013

Punk Torah addresses religion and body art
By OLIVIA PIERCE
FREEMAN
Rabbi Patrick Aleph kicked off
his Punk Torah tour during his
recent Oct. 24 visit to the University
of Puget Sound. He discussed the
taboo against tattoos within Jewish
tradition, and offered his perspective
on the controversial choice to have a
tattoo as a follower of Judaism.
Aleph thought he had life figured
out as the singer for the post-punk
band The Love Drunks; however,
when he found himself living out
of a converted Dodge van, making
ramen noodles and only $8,000 a
year, he realized his mother had
been right.
He was in the midst of an identity
crisis and so quickly began to
explore his spirituality and his
relationship with Judaism.
Now, as a freshly dubbed rabbi,
Aleph has created and runs

punktorah.org, a site for those who
have “fallen through the cracks of
Jewish life” and are looking to find
something different from their
spiritual practice, as well as many
other online Jewish communities.
The slide show began with
photos of members of his online
community team who have inked
themselves with Jewish symbols.
Then, as “OW OW’s” flew from the
audience, Aleph began to unbutton
his shirt to expose his arms garbed
with traditional symbols to prove
that he too is tattooed.
“I want you to know this is the first
time in history a rabbi has started to
undress on stage and receive a catcall from the audience,” he said. “I
dig it.”
Aleph believes that body
modification is a spiritual act, not an
entirely aesthetic one. “When you
get a tattoo,” he said, “it is a religious
experience even if you don’t want to

PHOTO COURTESY/JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ

Tattoos: Aleph showed off some of his own tattoos.

PHOTO COURTESY/JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ

Punk Torah: Rabbi Aleph argued that body art could be spiritual and does not defy religion.
think of it as one.”
His basis for this claim comes
from the idea that there are two
spiritual spheres of human life: the
external and internal landscapes.
The first sphere encompasses
everything that surrounds an
individual. All tangible activity,
connection or involvement is
considered part of this sphere.
The second sphere is concerned
with aspirations, obsessions and
ambitions; all that can be found
within an individual’s spirit or Self.
Occasionally the internal and
external landscapes bump up
against each other, and it is these
moments that give life its meaning.
“The individual awakens to
the reality that Self is not all
about ‘me,’” Aleph said, “but
rather that awareness of Self is
the transformation of ego into a
spiritual relationship with God.”
Aleph then explained that
because of this awareness of Self
and established relationship with
the divine, many believe they
have a duty to God. This belief is
the foundation for the arguments
made against body modification in

religious traditions like Judaism.
“The text says no” is the most
frequent argument made against
tattoos. To this, Aleph refuted that
spiritual texts are consistently taken
out of context and are interpreted
differently by everyone.
“Tattoos are a mutilation of God’s
creation” comes in second place,
to which he argued that art is not
a mutilation. “We mark our bodies
in reverence for what’s up there,” he
said.
“It distracts from Allah” was next.
His response? If the tattoo is hidden
and unable to distract others from
their own, personal relationship
with God, Aleph believes the easiest
solution to this argument is to “put
on a shirt.”
Aleph then discredited the
argument that tattoos cause
“unnecessary harm” by explaining
that there is no textual evidence for
this claim. “If there were,” he said,
“we wouldn’t be going to war to
attack people.”
Finally, he dismissed the idea that
tattoos have the ability to “offend
cultural or historical taboos” like
the identification numbers tattooed

on concentration camp prisoners
during the Holocaust. To this he
responded that taboos change over
time.
“Gay marriage for example,”
he said. “It took them 100 years
to do the right thing.” The
audience acknowledged this with
heartwarming applause.
Ultimately, Aleph believes that
“Tattoos give a sense of spiritual
connection both with God and
with Self,” and as long as body
modification exists, it will stand as
proof that our culture is spiritual
and myth-centered.

Correction: In the October
18 issue of The Trail,
the article titled “Town
Crier theatre festival skits
showcase student talent
and production abilities”
by Casey Dey stated that
it was the 7th Town Crier
Speaks festival. It was the
12th annual performance.

Pirates of Penzance and Hamlet take the stage
By CASEY DEY
Tacoma’s theater district lit up
the weekend of Oct. 25-27 with
new renditions of Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Both
were a spectacular reminder of why
theater continues to dazzle audiences today.
From its inception in 1879, Gilbert and Sullivan’s comedy operetta
Pirates of Penzance has left audiences with happy ears and smiling
hearts.
Tacoma Opera’s rendition on
Oct. 25 and 27 was no exception.
Frederic is a young man mistakenly apprenticed to a band of
pirates until his twenty-first birthday. Upon release of his apprenticeship, he falls in love with Mabel, the
beautiful daughter of a major general.
Unfortunately, Frederic learns
that his birthday lies on Feb. 29 in
leap year, so he has technically only
had five birthdays and must continue to serve the pirates for another
sixty years.
Beautiful voices and hilarious actors accompanied the swordfights,
marriages, lies, love, mischief and
“cat-like reflexes.”
The production was stellar, filled
with local performers both veteran
and new to the operatic stage. The
audience was also diverse, filled
with young, old, those seeing the
performance for the fifth or even
tenth time and those seeing opera
for the first time.
This was the opening production

PHOTO COURTESY/TACOMA OPERA

Pirates of Penzance: Tacoma’s theater scene includes the comedic opera pictured above.
of the 2013/14 season for Tacoma
Opera.
It starred Eric Neuville as Frederic, Director of Vocal Studies at
Puget Sound Dawn Padula as Ruth,
Ryan Bede as the Pirate King, Megan Chenovick as Mabel, Barry
Johnson as Major General Stanley,
Deac Guidi as the Sergeant, Brandon Higa as Samuel, Katie Malik
and Puget Sound grad Audra de
Laveaga Deslisle as Edith and Isabel, and Nancy Blaisdell, performing her final show after 20 years

with the company, as Queen Victoria.
The same weekend, Tacoma was
treated to some Shakespeare as
well.
Considered one of Shakespeare’s
greatest plays, Hamlet has endured
through the generations as one of
the greatest tragedies of all time.
Hamlet appeared in Tacoma on
tour through The Acting Company Oct. 25-27, and was directed
by award-winning director Ian
Belknap in its Shakespearean en-

tirety.
Hamlet is a prince of Denmark,
whose father was recently murdered by his uncle and whose
mother then married his uncle
soon after. The ghost of his father
bids Hamlet to seek revenge, but
the process leaves the poor prince
mad until the completion of the
task leaves many dead in its wake.
Hamlet starred John Skelley in
the title role, Angela Janas as Ophelia, Ernest Bentley as Horatio,
Andy Nogasky as Polonius, Pat-

rick Lane as Claudius, Jacqueline
Correa as Gertrude, Robert David
Grant as Laertes and the Ghost,
Grant Fletcher Prewitt as Rosencrantz/Marcellus/Gravedigger, Ian
Gould as Guildenstern/Bernardo/
Gravedigger, Joshua Johnston as
Francisco/Player/Osric,
Darien
Battle as Player King/Fortinabras/
Priest and Suzy Kohane as Player
Queen and Female Attendant.
Audience members were left in
awe by the power and passion of
the performance and gave a wild
standing ovation at the end.
Tacoma was the tenth stop in a
seven-month tour that will segue
into Tom Stoppard’s comedy rewrite Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Are Dead, featuring the same cast.
John Skelley (Hamlet) noticed
tears in the eyes of several members of the audience as he gave the
famous “To be or not to be” monologue.
Upon asking after the performance, the reply was,“In that moment, I understood theatre. Why it
exists. Why it will continue to exist.
And this is why I love it.”
Theater is a representation of
life. The stage provides a platform
for the actor to share a view of the
world, whether relatable, political,
comedic or tragic.
Often the subject does not matter, for the issues and characters exist across time. So as long as people
are human, the theatre will remain
a moving mirror of our common
conditions.
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Horror movies to keep up the Halloween spirit
By SABINE GLOCKER
Halloween is the time of year
when ghouls and ghosts come out
to play and people don costumes in
search of sweet treats. This is also
the perfect time of year to attend
haunted houses and watch the scariest movies. There are horror movies
aplenty and with so many to choose
from, it can sometimes be hard to
decide which to watch. Though the
holiday is past, here are a couple of
ideas to keep the Halloween season
frightful and fun.

Number 3: The Evil Dead
(1981/2013). Also considered to be
a classic, and recently remade, The
Evil Dead tells the story of a group
of young adults who find a creepy
book during their stay at a cabin
in the woods. They unwittingly release the book’s evil, which results in
several horrifying situations. Some
scenes are psychologically disturbing and for the most part, the film is
also very gory. The original and the
remake are both fantastic examples
of well-done psychological thrillers
in the horror genre.

Childho od
Favorites

Cl assic Horror
Movies

Number 1: Scooby Doo and the
Ghoul School (1988). Shaggy, Scooby Doo and his nephew Scrappy
Doo are hired as gym teachers at
Miss Grimwood’s Finishing School
for Girls and when they arrive, they
are greeted with a surprise that
Scooby and Shaggy find rather unpleasant—the girls are in fact monsters. While slightly scarier than
Hocus Pocus, this Scooby Doo film
is very entertaining.

Number 1: Nosferatu (1929). Although the film has a slow start, this
silent movie is considered to be one
of the very first horror movies that
started the vampire craze. Based on
Bram Stoker’s Dracula, it follows
the evil doings of Count Orlok. Although it is a silent film, the dramatic score and makeup were ahead of
their time, which makes this movie
well worth sitting through the slow
build.

Number 2: Hocus Pocus (1993).
Starring Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica
Parker, and Kathy Najimy as three
sisters from the Salem Witch Trial
era the film follows them on Halloween night. The comedy shows
the playful spirit of Halloween. It
is altogether a fantastic movie for
those who love Halloween but do
not love scary movies.
Number 3: Monster House
(2006). This animated movie stars
Steve Buscemi, Mitchell Musso and
several other stars playing smaller
roles. The movie is about a house
across the street from DJ Harvard
which becomes animated and tries
to eat everything that comes onto
its property—including the children
trick-or-treating on Halloween. It is
frightfully fun for everyone.

Sl asher Flicks
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Horror movie night: Check out the horror movie collection at the library for some spooky choices.
Number 1: Halloween (1978).
A classic of the genre, the film was
made during the prime time for
slasher horror movies. John Carpenter, a well known name in the
genre, directed the movie,which
stars Jamie Lee Curtis and Tony
Moran as the killer Michael Myers.
After Myers was institutionalized
as a child, he escapes and goes on
a killing spree, targeting Jamie Lee
Curtis’ character and her friends.
Number 2: The Texas Chain Saw
Massacre (1974). With a tiny budget
compared to most big Hollywood
horror movies, this film focuses
on the creepy and terrifying tale
of Leatherface and his chain saw
murders. After discovering that her
grandfather’s grave had been vandalized, Sally and four other young
adults head to rural Texas only to
be caught in the web of a family of
murderous cannibals. It is a clas-

sic, and will teach the viewer in the
most gruesome way the dangers of
picking up hitchhikers.
Number 3: A Nightmare on Elm
Street (1984). Directed by a horror
legend, Wes Craven, and starring
Johnny Depp in his first movie role
and Robert Englund as the Springwood Slasher—Freddy Krueger—
this film focuses on Freddy and
his infamous knife-hands. After
tormenting a group of teenagers in
their sleep, he kills them one by one
in the most terrifying ways. The last
teenager, terrified and unwilling or
unable to sleep, must find a way to
stop Freddy and save herself.

Par anormal
Tales
Number 1: The Conjuring (2013).
By far the most terrifying horror
movie of recent years, this movie

tells the “true story” of two demonologists, Ed and Lorraine Warren,
as they battle a supernatural force
living in a family’s farmhouse. The
film will leave you scared even after
the credits have rolled. It will have
you jumping in your seat. This movie is perfect for the paranormal fan
and the horror lover. Campus Films
will be presenting The Conjuring
from Nov. 1 through 3 in Rausch
Auditorium.
Number 2: The Exorcist (1973).
Commonly regarded as one of the
seminal horror movies, this film
tells the story of a young girl possessed by an evil entity. The mother
of the child seeks the help of priests
to help rid her child of the demon
within her. With fantastic makeup
and special effects (even given that it
was made in the 70s), the film’s imagery has a significant staying power
with its viewers.

Number 2: Dracula (1931). Starring Bela Lugosi as Dracula (a horror star in the early years of the film
industry), this movie is also based
on Bram Stoker’s Dracula. After
traveling to England, Dracula takes
a liking to Mina, whom he then
stalks. This film is one of the most
famous and well-made of the many
adaptations of Stoker’s novel.
Number 3: The Wolf Man (1941).
Also starring Bela Lugosi as Bela, a
werewolf, and Lon Chaney Jr. as the
main character, this film shows the
talent of early horror filmmakers
and makeup artists. After saving a
girl from a werewolf attack, a young
man is himself bitten. To his disbelief, he transforms into a werewolf
as well.

Harry Potter gets a comedic, theatrical twist
By KATHRYN STUTZ
Known as “Seven books in 70
minutes,”
Potted
Potter—The
Unauthorized Harry Experience is
to the Harry Potter series what The
Complete Works of Shakespeare
(Abridged) is to the Bard’s many
famous plays, and it will performed
right here in downtown Tacoma this
week.
The two actors, Delme Thomas
and the fortuitously named
James Percy, combine parody and
improvisation to convey the main
plot points of all seven of J.K.
Rowling’s bestselling Harry Potter
novels.
The show is billed as “perfect for
ages six to Dumbledore (who is very
old indeed)” on the show’s website
pottedpotter.com, and has toured all
over the world.
Actor James Percy said he
“auditioned back in London” for
the part. He plays Harry, while
his acting partner Delme Thomas
plays every other character in the
show, a staggering total of about
300 characters, Percy claimed. In
a 70-minute show, that means a
nearly impossible-sounding feat of
over four characters per minute.
The original show was created
by Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson
Turner in 2005, when the pair were
“asked to do something to entertain
a crowd at a midnight book launch
in Edinburgh for the sixth book,”
Percy said.

This was “the bare bones of what
was to become Potted Potter… they
sort of just took it and made it into
a show.”
Fittingly, Percy confirmed that “a
lot of the inspiration came from the
works of the Reduced Shakespeare
company, and their Complete
Works of Shakespeare (Abridged).”
Percy and Thomas joined the
Potted Potter team this past May,
at the beginning of the second
American tour.
“Under the tutorship of Dan and
Jeff,” Percy said, “we got to really
learn the routine, before we hit
the road… at that point, we were
sharing the show, really.”
Mariesa Bus is the Marketing
Coordinator at the Broadway Center
for the Performing Arts, which will
be hosting Potted Potter.
“This is a great opportunity to
revisit your favorite moments from
when you were a kid staying up late
and reading the Harry Potter series.
College students especially will get
a kick out of the constant costume,
set, and character changes that the
actors go through in just 70 minutes,
with all the hilarious improv that
happens as a result,” Bus said.
Even if you only know Harry
Potter as “that boy wizard,” Potted
Potter, as a summary of the books,
is a fine place for a non-fan to start.
“It’s not just the hardcore Harry fans
who enjoy it,” Percy said.
Additionally, the performance
dates of the Potted Potter team in

Tacoma are conveniently scheduled
during the Halloween season.
“We’re very excited about the
Halloween show in particular,
because we know that Tacoma loves
to dress up in costume and there
will be some really creative versions
of Hagrid, Dumbledore, Harry, and
Hermione in the audience,” Bus
said.
Percy described the show as, “a lot
of fun,” though he said he thinks it’s
“crazy that we can make a living, we
basically muck around on stage and
hope that immigration doesn’t kick
us out of the country.”
Whether you are a die-hard
Potterhead or simply a fan of a
good comedy show with a tonguein-cheek nod to the pop-culture
phenomenon that is The Boy Who
Lived, Potted Potter is one of the
biggest and best events of the
Tacoma theatre scene this fall, and
is well worth attending.
Potted Potter will be showing at
the Rialto Theatre in downtown
Tacoma from Oct. 29 through Nov.
3, at 7:30 p.m. each night and at 9:30
p.m. Nov. 1 and 3:00 p.m. Nov. 2 and
3.
Tickets are still on sale by phone,
at the box office and online at the
Broadway Center for the Performing
Arts website, www.broadwaycenter.
org.
There is a Puget Sound student
special discount of 15 percent
off the ticket price with the code
LOGGERPOTTER.
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